
The Psychiatric Security 
Review Board



Structure of Adult Board:

• 5 member part-time multi-disciplinary
– psychiatrist
– psychologist
– attorney experienced in criminal practice
– parole/probation officer
– member of the general public



Sources of PSRB Authority

• Statutes - ORS161.295 et seq.

• Administrative Rules - OAR Chapter 859

• Appellate Court Caselaw

• Policies and Procedures



The primary purpose of the 
PSRB is to protect the public.



Functions of the PSRB

• To accept jurisdiction
• To protect the public
• To balance the public’s concern for safety 

with the rights of the client
• To conduct hearings
• To make findings
• To monitor progress
• To revoke CR if  client violates plan
• To issue orders
• To maintain current history of all clients



Mission:

• To protect the public through on-going 
review of the progress of persons found 
“guilty except for insanity” and a 
determination of their appropriate 
placement.



The Board carries out its 
mission through 2 arenas:

- Hearings
- Monitoring



Types of Hearings

• Mandatory
– Initial
– Revocation
– Two Year
– Five Year

• Upon Application
– Hospital Request
– Patient Request
– Out Patient 

Request
– Out Patient 

Supervisor’s 
Request

– Status Review



At Each Hearing, the Board 
Must Decide:

• Does the client continue to suffer from a 
mental disease or defect? AND

• Does the client continue to be a 
substantial danger to others when 
mental illness is active?
– If not, the Board shall discharge the 

client.



• If so, the Board maintains jurisdiction. It 
must then determine:
– Could the client be “adequately 

controlled with supervision and 
treatment” in the community?
• If not, the client remains committed.
• If so, is the supervision and 

treatment necessary available in 
the community at this time?



Possible Hearing Results

• Continue commitment- remain with no 
action.

• Order CR evaluation- not yet appropriate 
for CR, but first step in process.

• Find appropriate for CR- ready but no firm 
plan yet.

• Order CR- verified plan presented with 
elements in place.

• Discharge- does not meet legal criteria for 
jurisdiction.



How Board assesses readiness for 
conditional release planning

• Reviews exhibit file that contains the 
reports and evaluations of OSH 
professional staff of various disciplines 
and others

• Listens to the testimony of all witnesses
• Cross examines witnesses to obtain 

additional information
• Considers the risk to society that the client 

may pose if returned to the community  



Factors considered:

• Clinical judgments of OSH professional 
staff

• Results of psychological testing and risk  
assessments performed on patient

• Recommendation of OSH Risk Review 
Board

• Availability of resources in the community 
to compensate for any residual risk



• Risk Review Panel (RRP) requires treatment 
team to rate each patient on 11 static and 16 
dynamic/protective factors, on a 6-point 
anchored scale;

• RRP reviews that form and patient’s criminal 
history, institutional behavior, clinical 
information and formal psychological risk 
assessments that used psychological tools;

• RRP confers with treatment team and then 
meets with both patient and team to discuss;

• RRP determines appropriateness for 
privileges, risk management strategies and 
recommendations for conditional release 
readiness.



Questions to be addressed by 
community provider:

• Jurisdictional issues--Mental 
disease/defect? Substantial danger when 
active?

• Appropriate for CR?  If so, what is 
necessary for supervision and treatment?

• If appropriate for CR, specific details of 
treatment plan.



Evaluation process for community 
provider

• Receive order and client’s PSRB file
• Review entire file
• Contact OSH social worker to set appt.
• Interview client face-to-face
• Write report to Board within 30 days with  

reasons for acceptance or denial



Format for Evaluation-- 
Community Risk Assessment

• Introduction
• Background Information and Clinical History
• Cause
• Risk Factors
• Recovery Environment
• Proposal for Mitigation of Risks
• Clinical Opinion on Risk for Re-Offense



Types of residential placements 
available for PSRB clients

• Secure residential treatment facility (SRTF)
• Residential treatment facility (RTF)
• Residential treatment home (RTH)
• Adult foster home (AFH)
• Supported Housing (SH)
• Intensive case management (ICM)
• Independent living



PSRB Conditional Release Process

Board holds hearing

Board approves conditional release of patient

Client released to community provider pursuant to specific plan

Case manager oversees provision of required treatment services 
and supervises client for PSRB

Board staff monitors conditional release status



Monitoring:

• EPR “hits” on the Law Enforcement Data 
System (LEDS) terminal

• Daily calls and correspondence from case 
managers, providers and others

• Monthly progress reports*





Client remains on CR
Request modifications of CR

if/when appropriate

Yes

Review situation with Board staff
Determine approp. intervention

Revoke and return to OSH, if necessary

No

Client compliant with terms of release
and mentally stable?



Definition of Revocation

• The legal process by which the Board 
orders the return of an individual on 
conditional release to the state hospital for  
evaluation and treatment. 

• A revocation order has the same legal 
effect as an arrest warrant.

• Law enforcement transports individual to 
OSH.



Grounds for revocation

• Reasonable grounds include:
a) violation of the term(s) of the 
conditional release plan
b) a change in mental health status 
c) absconding from supervision
d) the appropriate community resources  
are no longer available                  



Current Client Demographics 
Total number under the Board = 745



Total Clients by Year
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New Clients by Year

0

20

40

60

80

100

120

140
19

97

19
99

20
01

20
03

20
05

20
07

2007

2006

2005

2004

2003

2002

2001

2000

1999

1998

1997

106

81

84

126

110

78

76

68

76

60

69



Current Clients by Crime 
Categories 

Total number under the Board = 745 clients

98% for Felony Offenses
• A Felony – 47.95%
• B Felony – 19.45%
• C Felony – 22.05%
• Unclassified – 10.55%

2% for Misdemeanor Offenses



Clients on Conditional Release by 
Year
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Current Clients 
by County of Commitment 

(as of 9/1/2008)

Baker 2

Benton 12

Clackamas 50

Clatsop 13

Columbia 5

Coos 22

Crook 2

Curry 4

Deschutes 17

Douglas 21

Grant 2

Harney 2

Hood River 2

Jackson 33

Jefferson 6

Josephine 16

Klamath 22

Lake 5

Lane 97

Lincoln 20

Linn 24

Malheur 10

Marion 72

Morrow 1

Multnomah 200

Polk 9

Tillamook 6

Umatilla 29

Union 5

Wasco 6

Washington 38

Yamhill 7



Clients Revoked from Conditional 
Release by Year
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Definition of Recidivism

• The percentage of revocation orders that 
are issued based on a new felony charge.



Percentage of Revocations of Conditional 
Release Based on Commission of a Felony
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Recidivism Rate 
Defined as Percentage of Revocations of Conditional Release 

Based on Commission of a Felony

* Numbers as of 12/31 of given year

On CR * Revocations New Felonies Percentage

1997 181 40 0 0.00%

1998 194 56 0 0.00%

1999 219 33 1 3.00%

2000 235 44 0 0.00%

2001 241 39 1 2.60%

2002 258 47 5 10.60%

2003 263 56 1 1.80%

2004 294 72 1 1.40%

2005 314 68 0 0.00%

2006 354 54 1 1.90%

2007 379 59 2 3.40%

Average = 
2.2%



Revocations from 1/1/2003 to 12/31/2007 
by Type of Housing 

(n = 302)

Secure Residential – 10 or 3.3%

RTF/H – 84 or 27.8%

AFH – 80 or 26.5%

ICM – 1 or .3%

Semi-Independent – 39 or 13%

Independent – 88 or 29.1%



Percentage of Clients on Conditional 
Release 

(numbers as of 12/31 of given year)
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Percentage of Conditional Releases 
Maintained 

in Community per Month
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Current Clients on CR 
by Crime Categories 

Total number currently on conditional release = 377 clients

98.5% for Felony Offenses
• A Felony – 48.01%
• B Felony – 20.16%
• C Felony – 18.57%
• Unclassified – 11.94%

1.5% for Misdemeanor Offenses



Current Clients on Conditional Release 
by County 

(9/1/2008)

Benton 3

Clackamas 15

Clatsop 1

Columbia 15

Coos 8

Deschutes 7

Douglas 4

Harney 1

Hood River 2

Jackson 22

Josephine 6

Klamath 4

Lane 19

Lincoln 7

Linn 7

Malheur 13

Marion 59

Multnomah 124

Umatilla 14

Union 1

Washington 13

Yamhill 3
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